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POSITION OF CANNES.

front were the sinuous windings of the Aufidus, emerging from
the hills on the west and flowing a bare half mile from both
Canusium and Cannse. Between him and the mountains on

Camisiuxn and Cannae.

the northwest lay a flat alluvial plain of great extent, hemmed
in between these mountains and the sea; behind him was a
rolling country. The ground towards Canusium and beyond
was clear, with a gradual rise and slightly accentuated surface.

The Aufidus is the only river of Italy which breaks through
the Apennines. Its general course is northeast. Just before
reaching Cannae, it emerges into the perfectly flat plain of
which we have just spoken.

The consuls, it will be remembered, commanded on alternates. One of the consuls wan a headstrong leader; we. know
